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Seeds in Sarajevo; reuniting at last for serious work and lots of fun! (photos: Leslie Adelson)

Seminar in

Realizing

With all my friends from other countries, it was like a dream. I felt like
a real Seed. with no prejudices, like someone who doesn’t care about
borders and who is trying to “build a bridge between two shores.”

Aida Popovac (Sarajevo)

[ noticed that we had a lot of energy. It’s time to use it. It’s time to do
something for our country, and for ourselves. We don’t have to be at
camp in Maine to work on this idea. I say, I am a Seed and I am going to
help. I have everything I need. First of all, I have a strong will. We are
making the conditions for a good beginning.

Amina Alic (Gornji Vakuf)

Ever since I became a Seed I have wondered why there was no center
in the Balkans that would enable us to meet during the year. But just by
the end of last year I found an answer, that we could meet in our part of
the world as well...the climax of the meeting was coexistence. It was
interesting to see how Seeds of Peace had had an important impact on
every one of us. We weren't the “political bigots® we used to be. This
time we were willing to talk, discuss and tackle the important issues.

Alisa Sutovic (Tuzla)

i

Youth Pebce wigive
T

Youth Peace Initiative, versus the classic SOP model!

Marieke Van Woerkem (Seeds of Peace staff)

Seeds from Albania, Kosovo, Macedonia, Serbia and Croatia
arrived at the Sarajevo airport and bus station and exchanged
welcoming words and introductions. Some Seeds had known each
other for some time. but had not had the chance to meet for years;
others had never met before. The goals of the workshop were group
building, leadership training, and developing a concrete plan for
Seeds of Peace follow-up programs around the Balkans.

We started the retreat by asking participants to share their journey
to get to Sarajevo, raising the political problems and dangers still
existing in the region. Next we conducted a guided leadership
meditation. The Seeds shared with the rest of the group someone

who had either had an impact on the world, an impact on their
society or an impact on themselves. By the end we had an array of
leaders: Gandhi, John Wallach, parents, football players. As we
opened up the discussion, the Seeds quickly veered away from
positive role models to politicians who had plunged the Balkans into
war and destruction in the 1990s. Seeds talked about the way they
were able to come to power, and how these “mass manipulators”
used their power to negatively impact and exploit big groups of
people, whereas the leaders they had talked about originally were
able to use their influence to motivate and empower others.

For lunch we walked into town. It was a glorious day in the old
town, where the multiculturalism that Sarajevo was famous for
before the war was exhibited by the mosques and churches a
minute’s walk from one another. The western and eastern influences
were clearly reflected in the architecture from one street to the next,
as well as in the menus from one café to the next. Even the sounds
clearly were a combination of both, greeted as we were at different
points in the weekend by both the Islamic call to prayer and the
chimes of church bells.

After lunch, the Seeds continued with the leadership theme on a
more personal level. They addressed feelings of pride, patriotism and
being at home; traits like perfectionism. team spirit, idealism and
realism; and the role that Seeds of Peace plays in their lives. We
acknowledged that it is possible to find Seeds of Peace on the whole
to be a positive experience, while at the same time making their lives
more difficult. The resulting discussion dealt with the kind of
motivators and role models they would like to be for the rest of their
delegations. The more experienced Seeds talked about how hard it
truly is to motivate people. Suggested activities included school
presentations. meetings with speakers, coexistence projects, and
roundtable discussions, open to Seeds. friends and interested others.
One theme would be exploring the countries’ culture and heritage. As
one Seed mentioned, “How can you start to understand other peoples’
culture and heritage if you don’t even understand your own.”

We closed the workshop by giving the participants the opportunity
to share with one another experiences and reactions from the
weekend.
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Coexistence on

Campus

Nearly 100 Seeds of Peace

graduates from 11 countries are currently enrolled in 34 different US
universities. Fifty “Seeds Scholars” spent Thanksgiving together at the Seeds
of Peace Global Leadership Initiative Thanksgiving Retreat, brainstorming

how to bring Seeds of Peace spirit to their campuses.

Confrontation to
Cooperation

By Emily Singer (St. Louis)

Georgetown University has strong Arab and
Jewish student communities, which encourages
both cooperation and confrontation. When 1
came to Georgetown, moderate students on
both sides felt frustrated with the strained
relations between Jews and Arabs on campus.
Last year a group of students founded the
Students for Middle East Peace Club. The club
has been trying since then to facilitate positive
interactions between the groups and to give
pro-peace students an outlet for their views.

Fellow Seed Tman Azzi and I joined the board
of SMEP this semester. The president of the
club asked us to join because she felt that with
our experiences from Seeds of Peace, we could
contribute new perspectives and ideas.

We organized a “Symposium on Peace,
Activism, Reconciliation, and Cooperation,”
which brought together DC area students
interested in peace in the Middle East. The
conference featured speakers, conflict
resolution workshops, and “living room
dialogues.” The Seeds of Peace speakers were
the highlight of the day. Fellow Seed and
Georgetown student, Jawad Issa from Gaza,
and Israeli Seed/Princeton student Malvina
Goldfeld and 1 spoke about our experience as
Seeds of Peace and how it affected our views of
the conflict. Later we heard Forsan Hussein
speak for the Abraham Fund about the situation
of Arab-Israelis and his work to promote
coexistence in Israel. The workshops were
designed for students to contemplate what they
could do in their own communities to promote
peace and understanding.

After the conference we held a “Felafel Fest”
with Middle Eastern food and a Jewish-Arab
cultural band made up of Georgetown students,
a belly dancer, and a singing group.
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The attendees all said they got a lot out of the
conference. Many of the students were relieved
to know about a pro-coexistence group, because
most people see the radicals all the time and
don’t get to see cooperation for peace. I am
excited to see what else we will do to promote
coexistence on campus.

at Home

Helpin
ar Away

from
Ibrahim Khader (Nablus)

Leaving my city Nablus under siege to study
in the faraway land of lIowa, USA, left me
feeling guilty, trapped, and incapable. Being the
only Palestinian for miles around, I felt out of
the loop of Palestinian society. I wanted to do
something that would pull me back in and
connect me with the people in Palestine and do
something to help my family, friends, and
community, who are suffering under military
occupation.

The idea came from a phone conversation with
my mother in her office in the Palestinian
Ministry of Education. I told her I had organized
a group of American friends who were
committed to the work of peace and justice and
wanted to help us but we weren’t sure what to
do. Right away she responded: “Do a
fundraising campaign for the tawjihi students.”

She explained to me that most of the
Palestinian senior high school students were
struggling to pay a fee of 120 NIS ($26) to
register for their tawjihi, or final matriculation
examinations. Without completing the tawjihi,
these students will have no chances of attending
university, and will have few opportunities for
economic advancement. Not only would they
suffer as individuals, but the Palestinian people
would be deprived of the skills that they could
develop with a university education. As we
chatted over the phone, I began formulating a
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vision: I would ask my friends to help in a fund
raising activity for these students. To focus the
project, we chose to concentrate on Nablus, my
birthplace and hometown.

We chose to call our new organization
LEARN, “Leading Education And Relief for
Nablus.” Our initial goal was to collect $2600.
Our college Church Relations group agreed to
host a bank account, and the Dining Services
agreed to put donation boxes in all the
cafeterias and food facilities on campus.

LEARN, a group of 12 American and
international students and a faculty member,
had an outstanding reception from the local
community. Students, faculty, and local
residents offered their full support to our
project. We visited churches. Islamic centers,
and social gatherings. It would take less than
ten minutes to explain to a congregation about
LEARN and the offerings would come flowing
like water into the donation boxes.

We were so successful by December that we
decided to raise our goal to $5200. In 70 days,
LEARN had $9001.68 in its account. In 70 days,
we received media coverage in Sacramento,
Minneapolis, Chicago, Washington DC, and
New York City. LEARN even made it to the
ticker of a national news channel!

We were successful for two reasons. First,
because of the noble humanitarian cause for
which we were campaigning; no one can claim
that helping students register for exams is a
terrorist act. Second, we did not politicize this
effort. Our advertisement was focused on the
economic hardship that Nablus was going
through, and the fact that students and their
families were burdened by the cost of
registration fees.

It was a lot of hard work to start LEARN, but
1 was so proud that we were able to help these
students. We received a letter from Ms. Juman
Karaman, Director of Education in Nablus,
stating, “in the name of all 70,000 students in
Nablus, I thank you.”



The Seeds Safety Net

I?; Karen Karniol-Tambour
(Netanya)

The Thankgiving gathering provided us Seeds
away from home with a home away from home.
While our American classmates traveled home
to their parents for the holiday, we experienced
precisely the one thing we could not experience
back home: each other’s company.
Thanksgiving was the first time since the start
of the second intifada in 2000 that I spent so
much time with Palestinians, Egyptians, and
Jordanians.

The weekend brought out many emotions. It
gave us a place to reflect about what was
happening back home, and discuss it while we
are all detached from that reality. It was an
experience to see Seeds whom I have not seen
since camp, and listen how these years of
violence have affected them.

In addition to talking about home,
Thanksgiving was a wonderful opportunity to
speak about the experiences we were all going
though: adjusting to life in the USA in an
American university. Coming from similar
backgrounds, we all shared a certain sense of
culture shock, and were encountering a new
kind of lifestyle that took some adjusting to.

It was nice to share funny stories, things we
were surprised by, and the mundane details of
our lives classes, grades, athletics, and
extra-curricular activities.

[ have felt since I came here a sense of futility;
violence carried on back home, and all T could do
from here was listen to the news and mourn the
dead. Just as at home, Seeds seek to change
reality for the better. We discussed what actions

are within our reach as college students in the
US. As all of us are interested in the same sort of
changes, I found that we had much to learn from
each other’s experiences. Many Seeds are older
and have already successfully organized
meaningful activities on their campuses, and
they had valuable advice to give. I left with a
collection of inventive ideas to contemplate
when I got back to school.

Simply hearing so many Seeds discuss their
plans and actions was empowering. Seeds were
active everywhere, whether it was starting
Jewish-Arab dialogue groups, raising awareness
about the Middle East, participating in student
groups and student government, or writing for a
newspaper. It made me see that there were many
of us across campuses in the US, all struggling
for the same causes and mobilizing our own
campuses. This energized me to want to get
involved and do what I can as a college student
to change what [ dislike in this world. 1 felt that
together, we can make things happen.

Altogether, Thanksgiving provided me with
the feeling of a safety net; there was a huge
family I was part of, the Seeds family, that will
be there for me, help me get through my hard
times, support me, and listen to me. With so
many of us going through the same things on
different college campuses, I felt like I was part
of a stronger, larger force that I could rely on.

Why We’re Here
By Mohamad Matar (Gaza)

I grew up in Gaza, but now ['m studying on
scholarship in a high school in Massachusetts,
called Deerfield Academy. I am now in my

senior year. This Thanksgiving weekend, 1
Jjoined 42 other Seeds of Peace graduates who
are now international students at high schools
and colleges all over the United States. We
gathered together in Lakeville, Connecticut, to
discuss issues concerning college life, campus
activism, and our role as Seeds of Peace at our
colleges.

A number of students shared their own
experiences and problems that they are having,
or used to have. The roommate annoyance, the
culture shock, academic problems, and diversity
at college were all discussed. Seeds were telling
each other stories of how they didn’t give up and
got over their problems. Adapting to a new
culture depends mainly on how you learn things.
The best advice, we decided, is to be
open-minded and at the same time remember
who you are and what you are here for.

We discussed the roles that we should play in
our campuses as Seeds. We are considered
representatives of our countries, ourselves, and
of Seeds of Peace. We can use the skills that we
learned at Seeds of Peace to listen carefully,
discuss politely, and participate effectively
everywhere. Making presentations about Seeds
of Peace in our different campuses and
communities is a great way to spread the
word  and that will help the next generations of
Seeds applicants to be admitted to colleges.

In addition, there was a lot of time for fun.
The workshop happened during the holidays of
Ramadan for Muslims and Hanukah for Jews,
so students from both religions decided to
spend an evening in the kitchen cooking
maglube, a traditional Palestinian dish, and
latkes, a traditional Jewish food for Hanukah.
There was time for going out bowling and other
fun activities, We all enjoyed our time together.

Seeds are active everywhere, starting Jewish-Arab dialogue groups, raising awareness
about the Middle East, participating in student government, writing for newspapers. There
are many of us across campuses in the United States, all struggling for the same causes

and mobilizing our own campuses. | felt that together, we can make things happen.

Seeds Scholars at the Global Leaders ip Initiative

anksgiviﬂgerrem {photos: Jen Marlowe)
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Diplomatic Language
Orly Bogler (Haifa)

Model United Nations (MUN) is a program
that teaches teenagers the art of diplomacy and
how to represent a country as a diplomat. This
is an international program held in different
places around the world. This time it was held
in Kfar Shemaryahu at the American
International School. The delegates were
chosen from schools around Israel, and this
year, as in the past couple of years, Seeds of
Peace got a chance to participate.

QOur delegation was to represent the
Palestinian Authority, and I figured I was
relatively knowledgeable about the issue, and
that the research wouldn’t be too difficult. I was
wrong. Preparing for the MUN consisted of two
months of meeting with the delegation, which
included Seeds Netta, Shadi, Tamar, Nardeen,
Gitit, Ethan and myself. We researched the
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Arab and Jewish Seeds of Peace diplomats take a break from negotiations at the Model United Nations

subject at home (hours of surfing the net), wrote
position and resolution papers, learned the
procedures, and, most difficult, found fancy
clothes.

When we got there on Thursday afternoon I
felt a bit lost, surrounded by people who were
more interested in whom [ was representing
than they were in my name. I quickly learned
that when someone calls “Hey Palestine!” I
should turn. and in no time I, an Israeli, was
making allies and calling for the rights of the
Palestinians.

My committee was the Commission on
Regional Cooperation. We dealt with a number
of issues, including terrorism, affordable
medicine, copyrights, patents, pirating, and
censorship. [ participated in the discussions and
debates. voiced my opinions, and joined my
allies in order to pass resolutions. The
Palestinian Authority has observer status in the
UN, which meant that I couldn’t actually vote
on any resolutions, but that wasn't a problem.
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At the Seeds of
Peace Center’s
Language Workshop,
the Model UN, and
school presentations,
Israeli Seeds and
Palestinian Seeds
build skills of
cross-cultural
communication

At the Model United Nations I learned the art
of diplomacy. Throughout the whole weekend,
I was no longer referred to as Orly, but as a
delegate of the Palestinian National Authority. I
no longer spoke as I, but as we. The diplomacy
game has its own rules: for example, if [ want
to say something, I can’t just say it. Certain
things can be said only at certain times and in a
certain manner. These are considered either a
point or a motion. These included expressions
such as ““Point of personal privilege — can you
please open the window?" or “Motion to table a
resolution.” A motion to table a resolution can
only be said at a specific time, and if missed,
there’s no turning back, as that would be
considered “Out of order.” In order to really be
an excellent diplomat, you may be required to
bend the truth a little, all so that whomever
you're representing comes out on top.

The MUN experience was a unique
opportunity to practice skills I had acquired
since joining Seeds of Peace. At first it was a
bit difficult to represent the Palestinians, even
though after hours of coexistence, you'd expect
me to be an expert. In no time I got over this
“dual nationality syndrome” and was putting
the Israeli delegate on the spot with intrusive
questions, in a diplomatic attitude. When I told
my friends and family about the experience
they wondered how [ was capable of
representing the obvious “other side.” I told
them that I know what I believe, and I think it’s
very healthy to put yourself in the other side’s
shoes every once in a while, to gain a different
perspective. It was interesting to learn about
the Palestinians in a context that’s different
from coexistence.

As for diplomacy, I'm not too sure if I believe
in it. I find it somewhat of a smarmy and
slippery practice, but that too can come in
handy every once in a while. It was still an
excellent experience. Needless to say, I had a
wonderful time. I got to play in the adult world,
dress up. talk in big words, and be diplomatic.
After four days, I went back to the teenage
world, the baggy clothes, the slang, and the
straightforwardness we all love so much.







HoME FOR THEIR HOLIDAYS

On a MI-' sion to Open Frlends Minds: A Weekend in Afula

ie my family and was with us while we prayed. and we found out that we are both crazy. After
3 my father about the prayers. Al i
. hung out with my friends in the
caty 1 am happy to say we comple
mission and my friends no longer believe that any of Avi's fnends and maybe
all Arabs are the enemy. b ien I met Avi’s friends T found out
Avi Israeh (Afula) '
to show them that Arabs are
L=t not alien : mted playing sports with the
\ i in Afula for a weekend afterwe  guys th: v di ke Arabs. It seemed
‘became friends. We became friends in a e and eventually we
) strange way. When we met at the Center I bec came fri as very happy about that.
never thought Avi was going to end in Afula was greal
mil On the way home one time we tarted'

Mohamed
(Jerusalem)

I was really interested'in
visits because I'd never be
before. During Hanukah, an
mine, Tal, had a gathering at her plac
invited me over. We spent a nice evening with
her family and friends, especially when her
mother gave us Hanukah sweets and her father
told us the story of the eig
AHH‘,. “Santa Claus” K’(-"b('dr_’_‘ r'.f'r:’.&‘-j‘ in C hr.".s'mru.\‘l 1-1-':'.va1 A m;l'r Haddad . i‘:\xfgﬁr;‘;irj‘(;gfﬁi‘:;, IT‘:IU,I; tyiﬁ;ggee 4 nl;l)“!oiher,
( ﬁhr.u'.f‘J. Over twenty .!('u-'t.\'f"i. Christian, and Muslim Seeds (below) came to who was making a weird sound with his mouth.
Amir's to celebrate the holiday. As a matter of fact it was so weird that I kept _
chasing him around the house so he would stop r‘)

doing it.

Unfortunately, what upset me that night was
the checkpoint we had to stop at on the way to
~.Tal’s place. We were stopped by security

. guards and told we weren't allowed to enter her
“eity. The driver wanted to take us home and to
forget the whole thing because we were told to
back and leave in such an insulting way.
called Ned, who suggested we ask Tal to
- come to the checkpoint and explain that we
e her friends. To my surprise, the guards
teven listen to her. It was Tal’s father who
convinced the soldiers to let us in for a
ple of hours.
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ary of War

Seeds of Peace from the Middle East, South Asia, the Balkans and the USA
present perspectives on the possibile war in Irag. They describe reactions in their
countries as people around the world brace for the war and its consequences.

Abida, Kabul

Letters to the Leaders

Amr, Sana’a

Dear President Bush, Prime Minister Blair,
President Chirac, and President Hussein,

As a Palestinian who has lived her life under
occupation and experienced suffering from war,
1 know what a conflict means. An attack on Iraq
will not help achieve peace in the world. On the
contrary, | believe it will impede the peace
process. War, killing civilians and destroying a
country cannot lead to peace. Forcibly changing
the government, forbidding people their right to
self-determination and denying them their
human rights breeds more conflict and creates
more opposition. Moreover, the consequences of
a war will be felt around the world.

Many people in the world do not support the
attack on Iraq. They believe negotiations should
resolve the conflict, In my opinion, justice and
equality must be present in the world. Every
country has a right to possess weapons for
self-defense, but no country should be allowed
to utilize the weapons as a way to impose
control and power over others.

As a Palestinian, I hope that no war will take
place in Irag or any country. To this end,
everyone must work to make the world a better
place. Peace doesn’t come about through the
work of isolated individuals, but through all of us
working together and creating just compromises.
Only then can we all live together peacefully.

Reem Yusuf (Ramallah)

Adham, Jerusalem

Dear President Bush and PM Blair,

[ write this letter to you as a responsible citizen
of the world. Over the last couple of years, [ feel
that the United States and United Kingdom have
been behaving like big brothers to all other
countries,

1 appreciate your efforts to bring about
peace, but I disagree on the issue of invading
Iraq. It is the opinion of people all over the
world, especially in India, that you are waging
this war to control the price of oil. and that the
ones who will benefit will be you and your
countries.

1 agree that there is such a thing as a just
war, but I also believe that such wars belong
to history, or to mythology. The conditions
for justifying a war in the new millennium
have become more stringent with the
frightening advances in nuclear technology
and our own greater sensitivity to human
suffering.

War is like applying a muscle relaxant to a
fractured hand. It relaxes the hand for a short
time, but aggravates the problem later. The war
on Iraq may bring peace, but a short-term one.
[t will bring a Pyhrric victory, if any. The actual
key to peace is compassion, understanding the
“enemy,” and a real love for all men. May God
grant you all the three.

Ankit Gordhandas (Mumbai)
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Avelet, Jerusalem

s I‘ i
Rina, Istanbul

Consider the Civilians

Amr Al-Zain (Sana’a, Yemen)

As world leaders sit and argue about war and
weapons, | think: what will be the fate of the
Iraqi people? Public opinion here in Yemen is
clear. There is a lot of anti-American feeling.
People have nothing but criticism for those
who support the war, especially for the Arab
countries that are hosting American military
bases in their lands.

There have been two major protests here
recently. In the last one, the number of
protesters reached 300,000. The streets were
blocked. Protesters carried signs against the
war and against Bush’s decisions. Signs read
“No War on Irag” or “No War for Oil.”
Protesters also carried flags of both Iraq and
Palestine. They were protesting the Israeli
occupation of Palestine, and American aid
for Israel. They regard America and Israel as
an alliance, and believe this war is against
both Palestine and Iraqg.

One problem I had with the protest was that
many students participated not from their
own hearts but because their schools sent
them out into the streets. Some of them went
to have fun. Personally, I can’t believe this is
simply a “war for oil.” Is America willing to
take such a risk for o0il? The arguments Bush
makes are not very clear, and I don’t




understand the true aims of this war.
Underneath the political struggle between
world leaders is a humanitarian crisis, and I
worry that this is not even being considered.

Anti-War, not Anti-Israel

Miriam Liebman (Detroit)

War is war. If soldiers are being sent home in
body bags, President Bush will not look like a
war hero. And our 18 year-olds are not going to
be the only ones killed in this war. What about
the innocent people in Iraq, and innocent
Americans killed because Saddam may attack
us after we attack them? And what about Israel?

America was recently on an orange alert. Red
1s next; red means an attack on us is very likely.
There has been high security at various Jewish
locations. I'm scared.

We know all too well, especially in this
country, that Osama bin Laden is to blame for
the September |1th attacks. But at the anti-war
protest on February 15th in Detroit, some
people found a way to blame Israel for 9/11 and
for the impending war with Iraq. People at the
rally weren't just against the war, they were
trying to get their own organizations' messages
across. I think it's ridiculous.

I feel very strongly against the war, but it was
awkward being at that rally. It felt very much
like when T was at a pro-Israel rally and
someone was holding up a sign saying "fewer
Arabs is better."

In front of my house we have a huge blue sign
with large white letters saying, "NO WAR." My
cousin came over to my house recently and saw
it. He told me he is also against the war but will
not put up signs like the one my family has
because it may be implying that we are
anti-Israel.

I don't know how to express myself. I want to
protest the war, but at the same time, I have a
problem being part of a movement that is so
anti-Israel. You can't blame Israel for all the
problems in the Middle East. Israel and the
Palestinians have nothing to do with Iraq or
September 11th.

Abandoning
Afghanistan?

Abida Attazada (Kabul)

God forbid, should America go to war against
Irag, I do not doubt this will negatively affect

the “kettle of fish” situation in Afghanistan.
The bit of calm we have under America’s
guard will be over once America invades Iraq.
Organizations and armed groups in the north
and south of Afghanistan will rebel against
the transitional government. Taliban groups,
elements of Al Qaida, and other terrorist
groups will be free to operate against the
state. Holland and Germany have warned that
if the situation in Afghanistan gets worse,

Many people here oppose
war, knowing how it is to see
bombs exploding overhead,
while you fight for your life in
the basement. Besir, Tetovo

We must give the US credit for
fighting terrorism. But action in
Iraq will only complicate

matters. Rahil, Mumbai

There are already enough
refugees in the Middle
East. Oren, Netanya I.
America was recently on high
alert...there has been high!
security at Jewish locations.
I'm scared. Miriam, Detroit

I can't believe this is simply a
‘war for oil.” Is America willing
to take such a risk for oil?
| don’t understand the true
aims of this war. Amr, Sana’a

they will remove their soldiers.
Reconstruction of Afghanistan will remain
incomplete; many countries have expressed
willingness to support our government, national
army and economy, but those promises will
soon be forgotten when America and the world
turn their attention toward Irag. The UN and
foreign organizations are still needed to help
immigrants and refugees who have gone to
camps in Pakistan and Iran. An American
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presence is needed here to prevent the
intervention of Pakistan and Iran in
Afghanistan’s internal affairs,

Bombs in the Basement

Besir Ceka (Tetovo)

As a person who has seen the consequences of
war, [ am against any war, this war as well. War
caused terrifying things in my country,
Macedonia. The people are traumatized, no
institution in our state works properly. The
postwar period is terrible; people are facing
economic crisis. The standard of living has
decreased dramatically. If there is war in Iraq,
the Iraqgi people will be faced with these things.

As far as my country is concerned, there are
diverse opinions on this issue: Our president has
decided to support America in this war, even
sending soldiers to fight there. There have been
a few organized demonstrations against war
here in my country. They were mostly organized
by NGOs, and many antiwar demonstrators
participated. Many people I know are against
this war because they know how it is to see
bombs exploding over your head, while you are
fighting for life in the basement. My family and
L are with this group.

Still, there are people who are for the war.
They argue that Iraq and Saddam Hussein are a
threat to the world. I kind of agree with them; if
there were strong evidence that Iraq possesses
nuclear weapons, and other weapons of mass
destruction prohibited by the UN, I would be
for this war. But the UN inspectors have not
found anything yet to prove that the rude
regime of Saddam is endangering the stability
of the world. We must find a peaceful solution.

Protest with a Pen
Rahil Kacheria (Mumbai)

I would like to discuss our role as citizens of
the world, regarding the present conflict with
Iraq. We must express our opinion regarding
this war, its dimensions and repercussions. A
protest is held almost everyday in my part of the
world. I prefer to protest individually by writing
about it, making people aware of the
repercussions and urging people to speak out
against it. 1 strongly oppose this unjustified
display of military strength.

I.am not alone in my protest. Not one person |
know supports this war, Most of my relatives
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and friends living in the US are tired of the
stagnation of the American economy and the
Bush administration. This is why | feel that
American people are opposed to the war.
America may feel it is fighting terrorism,
which we must give them credit for, as no other
nation has made an effective attempt. But I
believe they will only complicate matters by
taking action against Iraq; they may even set the
stage for a third world war. Most people in
India feel that this war will trigger a chain
reaction in Islamic nations, increasing tensions
and religious conflicts. India is next to the
Middle East and already involved in a violent
dispute; people are genuinely afraid of finding
themselves in the middle of another conflict.
The massive demonstrations that crowded the
world’s streets have renewed my hope for the
prospect of a peaceful world. The time has
come for us to leap over diplomatic and
political barriers to prevent a ruinous war. As a
proud Seed of Peace I have no greater joy than

Rahil, Mumbai

Sharif, Jerusalem

to see people rise up and demand to be
governed by seekers of peace and nof by
governments with vested interests. I urge you to
speak out against this terrible war, a war that
will surely affect our generation the most. May
good sense prevail.

Turkey: Torn
Between Two Allies

Rina Onur (Istanbul)

As in 1991, during the last Gulf War, Turkey
is being asked to aid the war effort. What were
the outcomes of the last war but death and
destruction? This war will not help our nation.

The majority of the Turkish population is
against this war, because it is obvious that the
outcome will bring nothing pleasant here. We
are trying to recover from a national economic
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Wary of War

crisis, balance our population, decrease
unemployment and  poverty, improve
education, and fight terrorism. The Turkish
government is still debating who shall be the
commander of Turkish military troops. a
Turkish or an American general. Our
government is preparing for war and yet asking
for help from European countries for the
possible immigration of “thousands” of Iragis
from northern Iraq after the first attack. Still our
government is obliged to support the US in this
fight against Saddam. We are turning into
fighters against our own will.

In the eyes of many Western countries,
Turkey is a perfect geopolitical base for the
first launch. Nobody cares about the future
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| have no greater joy than
to see people demand to
be governed by seekers of
peace and not by vested
/interests. Rahil, Mumbai

Irag may have an
authoritarian regime, but the
change must come from the
Iraqi people. Adham, Jerusalem

An attack in Iraq will pave
the way for more Al-Qaida
members. Roman, Kabul
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status of our nation.

The war could delay or cancel Turkey's full
membership in the European Union, destroying
years of work with a single act of hostility.
However. if we do not participate in this war,
our ties with the US will be damaged, and the
Turkish government cannot take that risk
because US economic support is so important.

Insufficient Intelligence

Oren Karniol-Tambour (Netanya)

As a justification for war, the Bush
administration has tried to convince the world
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Reem, Ramallah

of a connection between Iraq and Al-Qaida,
using intelligence reports as evidence. On the
whole it was quite unconvincing. In Secretary
of State Colin Powell’s address to the Security
Council, Iraq was made out to pose an
immediate threat to its neighbors. especially
Israel, and the world. But in my opinion, Israel
doesn’t seem to see the same immediate threat
that the US suggests, even though Secretary
Powell’s case is largely built on Israeli
intelligence. If Israel did, the Israeli Air Force
might attack on its own, as it did in 1981,
destroying Iraq’s nuclear reactor.

The prospect of Saddam Hussein being
removed from power does suit Israel, and it's
completely understandable. Saddam Hussein has
attacked Israel in the past, and he is a dangerous
and paranoid man, who abuses and tortures his
people. But is the removal of Saddam Hussein
really worth the deaths of thousands of Iraqis? Is
it worth destroying millions of homes? There are
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already enough refugees in the Middle East.

Tt is terrifying that the United States intends to
go to war with or without UN approval, and
doesn’t even see the need to conceal it.
President Bush’s statement that the Security
Council will become “irrelevant” if it doesn’t
back the US reinforces feelings that the United
States sees itself in control of the world.

Saddam and his regime are obviously a
problem that must be dealt with, but the US’s lack
of will to find a peaceful solution causes even
more problems. War should only be a last resort.

Democracy Hypocrisy
Sharif Qaddoumi (Jerusalem)

Saddam Hussein isn’t a devil that intends to
destroy everyone and spread disease and
poverty. In my opinion, he is a man who
refused to be a slave to the American rulers. So
what if he has weapons of mass destruction?
Israel has nuclear warheads. How many do you
think the US has? How come they are allowed
to have such weapons and Iraq isn’t? What’s
‘wrong with having a defense system to ensure
your country’s safety? How come Israel has
the right to occupy Palestinian territories to
ensure its safety?

The world stood up and announced that
they don’t approve of the war Britain and
America are about to begin. Where is their
so-called democracy? How come they don’t
care about the nuclear weapons of Korea and
Russia and China? I believe America isn’t
‘interested in the safety of Arabs or the world.
I think they want the high quality oil that lies
beneath the soil of Iraq. If that is democracy,
I am glad not to be living in a democratically
ruled country.

War: Al-Qaida’s Interest
Roman Miraka (Kabul)

I have heard a message from the Afghan
people around me: Iraq should be disarmed
peacefully. We have tried the bitter taste of war.
Russia invaded our country, killing at least five
million people. After that, foreign and domestic
Islamic parties made us a soccer ball, gleefully
kicking us everywhere. The Taliban, trained in
Pakistani camps and protected by the US, came
into power. The US had hopes for them, but did
not find any success. On September 11, they
inflicted pain on the Americans.

The politicians say the US doesn’t have any
enmity with Muslims and Arabs. But it is the
policy of the US to support the Israelis against
the Palestinians, Many Muslims say this is not
a war against terrorism and weapons of mass
destruction, but against Muslims and Islam. If it
is a matter of weapons of mass destruction, why
doesn’t the US disarm Israel and North Korea?
The US supports Israel no matter what. North
Korea is acting as if they are ready to provoke a
war with the US. But to me, the main goal of
the US seems to be controlling the oil regions in
Iraq and dividing Iraq into two parts, one for

Iragis and the other for Kurds. They will
occupy Iraq as they are occupying Afghanistan.

I love peace and stability. I don’t want war in
any part of the world. As I see the
demonstrations and protests and check people’s
thoughts here, I can see that if the US stays on
this path, many American interests in
Afghanistan will be attacked. An attack in Iraq.
will pave the ground for Al-Qaida members.
Everyone knows that terrorism and Al-Qaida
are aimed especially against the Americans, and
their population in Iraq can target the
Americans easily as well.






















Maine Seeds:

 Diversity

No Longer Just
a Vacation Land

Adrienne Yoe (Yarmouth)

One of my favorite memories is coming home
in third grade, running through the door after my
first day of classes and saying, “Mom, you
won’t believe it! There are NO black or Jewish
kids in my entire grade.” When I said this, we
had lived in Maine for barely a week, after
moving from downtown Atlanta where I
attended a school bustling with diversity. Being
in an all-white and Christian school shocked me.

When the census came out in 2000, it was
found that Maine was the whitest state in the
country. In the six years [ have been living here
I have seen enormous changes in the state’s
ethnic make-up. African immigrants have come
to Portland and Lewiston, the biggest cities in
Maine, in search of a better life. They come
from Sudan, Somalia, and Togo and practice
both Islam and Christianity. These new
neighbors have added a lot to our
community, though whites and blacks
have faced many challenges.

The first “immigrants” to Maine were
Protestant seftlers whose takeover of
Maine from Native Americans provoked
violence and resentment, and left Native
Americans with less land and meager
economic opportunities. The next wave
of immigrants was Roman Catholics of
French-Canadian and Irish backgrounds.
When they came in the mid-19th century
some Protestants felt threatened by their
presence to the point that hostilities
broke out and a Catholic Church was burned in
Portland. When African immigrants came to
Maine, they faced the same kind of hostilities
based on misunderstanding and fear. as did
previous immigrants.

I have a lot of sympathy for immigrants; When
my great-grandparents came to America from
Ireland they saw signs hanging on business
doors saying, “Hiring. No need for Irish to
apply.” Many immigrants who have come to the
United States have had a difficult time but
eventually are welcomed into our melting pot.

Most recently in the fall of 2002, Somalis from
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Adrienne Yoe and Coach Carlos at Camp

in Action

Atlanta announced that fourteen new families
would be resettling in Lewiston. Some members
of the white community didn’t understand
Somali beliefs and culture, and what they can
add to the community. Once the new families
moved in, hostilities arose because people felt
insecure about how Lewiston would deal with
the financial and educational demands of
resettling Somalis. Harsh words and violence
were passed between whites and Somalis who
simply didn’t understand each other.

In January, Mainers stood behind the growing
diversity in our state with a rally in support of
diversity and in opposition to a white Christian
supremacy conference being held in Lewiston.
These new Mainers became a part of my life
when I joined Seeds of Peace. At a Seeds of
Peace meeting in the fall I met Naima Margan,
a Seed from Portland, who came to the states
from Somalia when she was eight. I asked for
her opinion of the situation. Without Naima
explaining her view of the Somali situation to

me, one that is so rarely seen in the media, I
would never have the understanding that I have
now of the situation in Lewiston and what
wonderful changes Somalis are already adding
to our state. Sometimes, getting new neighbors
who are different can be a little scary, but I am
confident that Mainers will fully embrace these
wonderful, new neighbors who clearly have so
much to add. Meeting Naima was one of the
best things that could have happened to me. She
was the first Somali immigrant I had ever met
and made me aware of the challenges Somali
immigrants face in Maine. I appreciate their
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challenges and resilience, and understand my
role as a Mainer in unifying this state with
diversity, It has been said that it only takes one
person to begin making changes; finally I've
realized just how true that is.
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Adrienne Yoe (Yarmouth),
Rachell Culley (Paris, Maine)

As Seeds of Peace graduates around the world
struggle to continue the work they began at
camp, the Maine Seeds work for peace and
coexistence in our state throughout the year.

In the past months the Maine Seeds gave
presentations, speeches and workshops around
the state. We have biweekly meetings and
continue to work within our schools,
communities, and homes for better relations and
increased understanding between religious and
ethnic groups throughout our state. Other
activities range from cleaning up camp to
meeting with former Governor Angus King to
discussing issues of racism and diversity in
Maine’s educational system. In the meeting,
Lars Okot, Sam Peisner and Sarah Pelletier
spoke eloguently with the former Governor
about their efforts to bring tolerance and
understanding to troubled communities. At the
press conference following, we were invited to
meet with the President of the Senate and the
Speaker of the House of Representatives
for Maine. Maine Seeds also attended the
inauguration of Governor John Baldacci
and served as ushers at his inaugural ball,
At the recent Seeds of Peace dinner in
Portland, we presented a number of
community leaders with awards for their
support of Seeds of Peace. Seeds of
Peace President Aaron Miller and
Governor Baldacci spoke about the
power of Seeds, and the deepest thanks
were extended to Tim Wilson for his
unfailing commitment to the Maine
Seeds project and his endless efforts for
peace and coexistence in Maine.

Maine Seeds will be active this spring,
continuing their work in the community with a
mediation seminar, a three-day retreat at camp
to help educate state leaders about youth-issues
from youth perspectives and volunteering and
running in a road race called Beach to Beacon
whose proceeds will be donated to Seeds of
Peace. Our experience at Seeds of Peace is
reflected in the numerous presentations,
workshops and articles we produce; an
expanded view of the world, an open mind and
heart, and a commitment to becoming the wind
of change in our schools, communities and state.
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